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After ashort hiatus, the

Umfress Named Dean of Students at Coker College

Jason Umfress has been
named dean of students
at Coker College. A
candidate for aPh.D. in
educational leadership
from Clemson University,
Umfress was previously
the assistant to the vice
president for student
affairs and the director of
career services at Delta
State University (DSU) in
Mississippi.

As Coker’'sdean of
students, Umfress will
supervise the college’s
Office of Campus Life.
Thisincludes the areas of
residence life, orientation,
intramurals and wellness,
community service and
|leadership programs,

oner Update

articles pertaining to

student events and
organizations, student
government,
multicultura affairs, and
disciplinary matters.

“College is a microcosm
of the real world where
students are allowed to
explore new thoughts and
ideasin a safe
environment,” said
Umfress.

“It isour job to create and
foster these learning
opportunitiesin order to
produce students who are
well-rounded,
community-minded
citizens of theworld.”
Umfress has held
positions in student

in

services at the University
of Georgiaand DSU, and
he was a graduate
teaching assistant at
Clemson. Heis currently
the managing editor of
the “Journal for the
Study of Sports and
Athletesin Education.”

Umfress holds a master’s
degree in college student
affairs administration
from the University of
Georgia. He earned a
bachelor’'sdegreein
mathematics from DSU,
and heis a 2001 inductee
of the DSU Student Hall
of Fame.

Special thanks to the Coker
College newsroom for sharing this
press release with SCCPA.
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SCCPA online journa
Palmetto Practitioner plans
to release its next issue
this spring.

primary research, new and
innovative programs,
technology issues, etc.
Submissions should
generally not exceed 4,000
Articles submitted should wordsin length and be in
represent what istypically APA format.

considered a “refereed
journal article.” The
editorial board seeks

categories Research in
Brief, Perspectives, and
Reviews. Information
about all categories— as
well asthe latest issues—
isavailable at

Submit articles to
Suzanne Price at
mj price@clemson.edu.

Other submissions are
accepted under the
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January Drive in on a Dime Conference: A Success

Mike Brown
Clemson University

Talia Corley
Clemson University

A Conference Review
by Mike Brown

Alcohol and drug issues
are ones that student
affairs professionals have
to deal with far too often.
In order to address these
issues, these issues were
the focus of the SCCPA
“Drivein on aDime” held
Friday, January 15 at
Converse College.

According to Stephanie
Boyd, a health educator at
Furman University and
keynote speaker, 75% of
12th graders surveyed had
drank alcohol. The
statistics show that many

A Conference Reflection
by Talia Corley

In order to effectively serve
our students, we have to
know what the current
trends are in everything
ranging from study habits
to slang to partying.

As new professionals,
graduate students can
sometimes have a hard time
keeping up with the most
in-depth, latest knowledge,
as most educational
conferences (and even

students are coming to
campus with pre-existing
drinking habits.

Each year 1,400 college-
age students die from
alcohol-related
unintentional injury.
Alcohol-related incidents
can have a huge impact on
a campus, and as student
affairs professionalsitis
important we work to
prevent such tragedies
from occurring.

We learned from the
CORE survey how various
factors (like race, gender,
year in school, on-or off-
campus living) impact

many books) can be well
out of our price range.
That’swhy the most
recent Drivein on aDime
was so beneficial to me
and the other grad
students who attended.

Not only did we get to
learn about student
drinking habits, CORE
survey results and the
latest fads in alocation
that was convenient to us,
but we also got to learn
about it for free — with
lunch included!

0

student drinking at five
South Carolina
universities surveyed in
2008. We also learned
about current alcohol
trends and fads. This
presentation gave
information regarding
alcohol-related products
that are making it harder
for student affairs
professionals to enforce
campus alcohol policies.

The “Drivein on aDime”
Series workshop was a
great opportunity to share
information with
professionals from around
the state.

Aside from the obvious
financia benefits, the
conference allowed for us
to listen to speakersin an
intimate setting that
provided opportunities to
ask questions in private or
as part of the session.
Overdll, it was an
excellent (and enjoyable)
opportunity to learn,
network and mingle on a
graduate student budget
and time schedule.

Please submit information
for future newdlettersto
Carrie DuPre at
cpriddy@clemson.edu.




